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By PETERIS VAIVARS
At olLaten

On the occasion of the National
Day of the Republic of Latva,
commemaorating ihe BBt anniver-
sary of the Declaration of tha In-
dependence of the Repwhc of
Latvia, 1t is with g .
great pleasure | ¢
and the deepest §
respect that | |
sand my hoorties
greetings 1o the
paopi

guished singer, Tokiko

on beha¥ of the
people of Latvia
This is an especially memora-
b National Day for us in that for
the first time in our very long his-  practiced

tory, we afe celebeating @ in Ja-
pan, where we oponed our em-
bassy in April. Since | fook up the
post as the first ambassador in
Japan, | have baen overwhelmed  establshed
ship in 1974

by the genuine friendship and

Kato, pop-
ularized a well-known Latvian
song called “A Milkon Roses —
Hyakumanbon no Bara," which
always lingers in the hearts af
both peoples. The Japan-Latvia
Music Association, which has
been extremely active from its in-
ception, is ancther shiring exam-

| pleol rue friendship between the

| two counies. Not many pecple
may know that studying Japa.
ness culture s popular in Latvia

Japan 85 exgmplified by the fact that

morg than 200 students majored

in Japanese language or tera-
fure at cur universities, and that
juda, karate and kenda are widely

. The foreign minister of

Latvia, Artis Pabriks, is known as

the only minister in the Euwropean

Union wha has a black balt in ka-

rate. In addition, Kobe and Riga

o sister-city relation-

In February this year, Foreign o stability with rapid income con-
Minister Pabrics visted Japan o  vergence.
the invitation of the Menistry of  In 2005, the GDP growth rate
Foreign Aftairs, followed by the  roached 10.5 percent followed by
wisit in Apri of our prime minister, an impressive 13 percent in-
Aigars Kalvitls, on the occasion of  crease during the fiest quartor of
the opening of the Lahdan Em-
bassy in

The prime minister held a re-
caplion at the Imperial Hotel fal-
lowing the opening coremony for
the embassy, and it was atiended
by cver 200 dignitaries.

Turning to the political aspects
of Latvia, the current coalition
povernment led by Prime Minister
Kahvitis came ino pawer toward
the and of 2004, and was ovar-
whelmingly re-elected in the gen-
eral slection on Oct 7, 2006 efiting greaty from these mem-
Thus, the country has jomed 8 berships not only in ferms of alle-
salid basis of political stabity cations and security bid alse from

After regaining the and
from the former Soviel Uinion in  transfers with full EU standards.
1991, political and economic con-  Relative to the 15 original EU

2006, xcoeding that of China. In
addition, lourism kom EU nations
has dramatically increased to the
leved of 3 milion in 2005, We are
Epacting the first visit of the luw-
ry Japanese passenger ship Nip-
pon-Maru in 2008 as a part of its
workd cruise and | am convinced
thay are in for a treat

Latvia pined the WTO in 1999,
was acceded by the Ewopean
Union on May 1, 2004; and fined
MNATO in 2004, Thus we are ben-

Prosperous stable future is assured New Tok

IO (o ) IF: 147/ -

Byslorussia and Ukraine. Two of
the mast modarn and capable of
handling large-carge transport
amang these are the ports of Al-
va and Lispajn, which nct as the
pateway 1o and from

via. Europe and the rest of W
world, including increasing raffic
from Japan Labda has a fully
open capital market and efficlent
madernized banking sector

| would alse ke to point out
that Labvia has a large pood of ca-  Latvia on the 15th anniversary
pable IT program designers and  the establishment of diplomat
cperaioes whose cost is compar-  relations between the fwo col
asivoly lowor than LS., Eropean  wies.

This year has also bae
marked by the opening of the L.
wian Embassy in Tokyo, | official
inpuguratod the new legation a

By AIGARS KALVITIS
P desaiar of Pot Plagaii o4 Latvas

late the peoples of Japan a

and Japanesa lavels, and there-
fore, Japanese industries may
wish 1o consider Latvia as & pes-
sible candidate for outsourcing
their design and other [T-retated
noeds.

Industry and

23 percent and 73 percent, re-  sorious commitmant to bul
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By TAKESHI FUJIT
Chairman, Japan-Latvia Music Association

In July 1898, during my stay in
Riga as Japan's ambassador to
Latvia, | was fortunate to have the
opportunity to enjoy the 22nd Lat-
vian Song and Dance Festival.

I was filled with wonder when |

realized how accurately the lyr-
ics of Latvia’s national anthem
reflect the heart and spirit of the
country.

Building a harmonious relationship

The following year, | was walk-
ing in Césis old town. | was com-
pletely taken in by the beauty of
the castle ruins, once the most
important castle of the Livonian
Order, and the surrounding park.
Césis old town, with the nostalgic

Our lovely daughters near. charm from days of old, made me
Our singing sons appear, completely forget the passage of
May Fortune smiling here time. And then, when | opened
Grace Latvia! the door of a small church | came

across on the outskirts of town,
my breath was

practicing there,

These unforgettable memories
have since been a driving force in
my work for Latvia and its music.
As chairman of the Japan-Latvia
Music Association, | feel greatly
honored to be able to work for
and contribute, if even in a small
way, to the growing friendship be-
tween the two counfries. | would,
on this occasion, like to congratu-
late Lan.nla on the long-awaited

taken of the Latvian Em-

away by the ocverwhelmingly
beautiful voices, and splendid
harmony and rhythm, of the choir

bassy in Japan and the first Latvi-
an Independence Day to be cele-
brated there.
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